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 A special meeting of the Village Board of the Village of Minoa was held at the Municipal 

Building in the Village Board Room, 240 N. Main St, on November 30, 2010. 

 

 PRESENT: 

 

 

 

 

Mayor Donovan 

Trustee Brazill 

Trustee Champagne 

Trustee Christensen 

Attorney Steve Primo 

Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Barbara Sturick 

 

 ABSENT: 

 

Trustee Cronk 

Clerk/Treasurer Snider 

 

 ALSO 

PRESENT: 

 

Tami Zimmerman, Eagle Bulletin 

 Mayor Donovan opened the special meeting at 12:08 p.m. to discuss the New York State 

Environmental Facilities Corporation Green Innovation Grant Program. 

 

NEW YORK STATE 

ENVIRONMENTAL 

FACILITIES 

CORPORATION 

GREEN INNOVATION 

GRANT PROGRAM 

(GIGP) 

Attorney Primo said that Steven Giarrusso, CERF Supervisor, has been working with SUNY-

ESF to create an anaerobic digester, modify the existing three cell wetlands and divide it into 

six cells to create a defined treatment system, and to possibly create a portable wetland that 

could be utilized for a sharing services situation.  Attorney Primo said the grant application has 

been developed by Steve Giarrusso, SUNY-ESF and the engineering firm Dunn and Sgromo.  

He said the Village Board would need to authorize a SEQR review application, a resolution and 

the approval to submit the application.  

 

Attorney Primo read the SEQR Full Environmental Assessment Form and discussed the SEQR 

review process.  He said he listed the NYS Environmental Facilities Corporation as an involved 
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agency, with the Village of Minoa as the lead agent and applicant.  He said the Village of 

Minoa has approval of the site and the construction plans and Village is exempt from its own 

zoning requirements for special use.  Attorney Primo said that because this is an unlisted action 

under SEQR and a full review is not required. He said the Village Board needs to consider if 

there is a significant impact on the environment and if they decide that there is, then a full 

environmental impact statement would need to be completed.  Attorney Primo said he did not 

see a significant impact and small changes would be made to the project site, but would be 

minor in nature with regard to discharge.  He said it would meet the SPDES permit 

requirements.  Attorney Primo said they have been working with the DEC and they are 

supporting the project because the goal is to create cleaner water.  

 

Attorney Primo said that the impact to Limestone Creek would be to improve the discharge, but 

the Village might need a modification to the SPDES permit if there are discharge changes.  He 

said there would be minimal impact to noise and animals.  Attorney Primo continued to discuss 

the impacts as described in the attached SEQR application.   

 

Attorney Primo said the Board can issue a negative declaration and because it is an 

uncoordinated review, the other agencies can conduct their own SEQR review.  He said the 

Board would have to accept Part I and Part II of the SEQR application and would provide a 

negative declaration of the significance.  Attorney Primo said the resolution summarizes the 

SEQR application and the project w/ regard to a negative declaration, authorizes Mayor 

Donovan to submit the grant application under the NYS Environmental Facilities Corporation 

GIGP 2010 grant program, and submit the documents required by the New York State Office 

of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation (NYSHPO).  Attorney Primo read the resolution 

in its entirety. 

 

RESOLUTION 

ADOPTION 

A motion was made by Trustee Brazill and seconded by Trustee Champagne adopting the 

resolution as proposed assuming a negative declaration of the SEQR application, authorizing 

Mayor Donovan to submit the grant application under the NYS Environmental Facilities 

Corporation GIGP 2010 grant program, and submit the documents required by the New York 

State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation (NYSHPO) and attached hereto as 

Schedule “A”.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

Tami Zimmerman, Eagle Bulletin, asked what the amount of the grant application was for 

and Mayor Donovan said it was $745,437 in a grant request with a $327,070 local match, for 

a total project cost of $1,072,507. 

 

Ms. Zimmerman asked for details of the wetland property.  Attorney Primo said the plant is 

located on five acres of land and all of the work will be done within the current footprint.  

Mayor Donovan said the only soil disturbed would be for the installation on new pipes and 

that Steven Giarrusso is the Plant Operator. 

 

Ms. Zimmerman asked what a SPDES permit was and Attorney Primo said the Village of 

Minoa SPDES permit for the Waste Water Treatment Facility monitors the amount of 

discharge allowed in the local waterways. 
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Ms. Zimmerman asked for clarification of the project benefits.  Mayor Donovan said it would 

provide cleaner water discharge into Limestone Creek and the digester will use food waste 

from ESM High School to create energy to be utilized by the Village of Minoa to offset the 

cost of running the facility and a CNG Trash Truck.  Mayor Donovan said they will create a 

compost pile to create heat for the digester and then they will produce a Class A waste 

product that is saleable or taken away free to use as a fertilizer.  Mayor Donovan said they 

plan to build a gasification unit to clean water and use as energy.  Trustee Champagne said 

CERF will work with ESM High School and SUNY-ESF to educate students with green 

technology.  Mayor Donovan said that Dr. Donna DeSiato, ESM School District 

Superintendent, is dedicated to a K-12 educational program.  He said that Steven Sturick has 

worked as an unpaid intern through ESM High School the past few years and he has 

benefited greatly from the educational portion of CERF.  Mayor Donovan said the portable 

digester could be used on farms, transported to other countries and possibly utilized by our 

military. 

 

Trustee Champagne said that people dump their medicines in the sewer system and the new 

technology will allow for eliminating the drugs from the water system.  Mayor Donovan said 

the grant would enable further research on removing pharmaceuticals and increasing water 

quality.  Mayor Donovan said that digesters and wetlands are old technology, but working 

with SUNY-ESF they have discovered new technologies to remove the drugs inexpensively.  

Mayor Donovan said they have been working on prototypes and the grant will fund a full 

blown unit. 

 

Discussion ensued regarding CERF tours and the history of the digester process. 

 

Ms. Zimmerman asked how the project has been funded to date and Mayor Donovan said that 

engineering, legal and materials from SUNY-ESF have been donated by interested 

individuals.  Trustee Brazill that the Sewer budget has funded the personnel, minor 

equipment and they have used scrap material to work on projects.  Mayor Donovan said the 

grant program is highly competitive and a lot of hard work has gone into the project; they 

hope to hear of a decision by February 2011. 

 

ADJOURNMENT A motion was made by Trustee Brazill and seconded by Trustee Christensen that the special 

Village Board Meeting be adjourned at 12:48 p.m.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

UtÜutÜt fàâÜ|v~ 

Barbara Sturick 

Deputy Clerk/Treasurer 

 
 














